National Society to Prevent Blindness (NSPB)
79 Madison Avenue
New York, NY  10016
(212) 684-3505

Handicapping Conditions Served: Prevention of blindness and visual impairments.
Users Served: Parents, teachers, doctors, nurses, and safety professionals.

The Organization: This organization, founded in 1908, works to prevent blindness by
sponsoring community screening and testing programs, public and professional education,
and research. Community programs, carried on through 26 affiliated volunteer state
agencies, concentrate on health education and free screening for the public. These programs
aim to detect, control, correct, or prevent glaucoma and cataract blindness; eye problems in
children; eye accidents; and blindness caused by hereditary and congenital conditions,
diabetes, and macular degeneration. NSPB works for the implementation of laws for eye
protection in hazardous environments. It funds research in eye care and disease prevention.

Information Services; NSPB provides answers to specific questions about eye diseases, eye
safety, vision defects, and eye checkups when queried by mail. It publishes brochures and
pamphlets on various subjects, such as glaucoma, cataracts, sunglasses, and TV and the eyes,
providing single copies of most materials at no charge. NSPB publishes a newsletter, three
times a year and a quarterly magazine. Low-cost curriculum aids for teachers are also
available. A complete catalog of NSPB publications and films may be obtained by writing
to NSPB, enclosing a stamped, self-addressed, business sized envelope.

National Spinal Cord Injury Association
149 California Street
Newton. MA  02158
(617) 9&I-0521

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Spinal cord injuries  caused by trauma and disease.

Users Served: Disabled persons and their families, physicians, nurses, therapists, social
workers, rehabilitation counselors.

The Organization: Founded by the Paralyzed Veterans of America in 1948, the National
Paraplegia Foundation in 1979 merged with the New England Spinal Cord Injury
Foundation and adopted the present name. Dedicated to programs of research and services,
the Association works through its 30 chapters to develop comprehensive systems of quality
care for paraplegics and quadriplegics. Care is offered as a direct service by some chapters
which give individual case consultations and advise on case management of the newly
injured. Other chapters make referrals to direct service providers. All chapters emphasize
personal contact between persons with spinal cord injuries and involve them in all aspects
of activities. Cure is the goal of the research division which offers fellowships to
neuroscientists who are working in the field of repair or regeneration of the spinal cord.
Regional seminars and an annual conference give professionals, constituents, and other
interested persons an opportunity to exchange and compare new developments in
technological, environmental, and medical research. Coping with the disability is facilitated
by peer counseling; public awareness; and environmental barrier removal. Some chapters
sponsor independent living rehabilitation programs and more of these are being developed
for the severely disabled (quadriplegic).
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